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Letter’s Editor 
  
The recent rumblings by Concerned Catholics (ACT Catholics in push for more power CT 29 April 2017 
P16) are not just about the Great Paedophilia Cover-Up, so surgically exposed by the royal 
commission.  Holy Mother Church worries that it is in decline, but there are plenty of other reasons. 
  
To many Catholics, especially the young, the Church is simply irrelevant in many of its most precious 
doctrines and teachings. For instance, they, and me too for that matter, have no interest in whether or not 
Mary was a virgin when Jesus was conceived. That was surely a matter between her, Joseph and God and 
is none of our business. The implication that somehow a virgin is a superior being to a non-virgin is an 
archaic nonsense that has no place in any truly honest value system.  But it is in the creed which we must 
recite when (and these days, if) we go to mass. 
  
This is just one example of many irrelevancies and pointless beliefs and practices to which we Catholics 
are expected to subscribe.  Meanwhile the Church and especially our local leadership, has nothing to say 
from the pulpit or elsewhere (except hidden away on obscure websites or hard to read encyclicals) about 
the many very current and serious problems and dangers that lie in wait for us in the real world and about 
which we could and should do something.  The widening gap between the very rich and the very poor, the 
trashing of the ecosystems our beautiful planet (which we hold in trust for the future of all) for the pursuit of 
profit and our very own inhuman and indeed sinful treatment of innocent refugees should be the subject of 
constant and public attention from the leaders of the church.  These things should be shouted from the 
housetops, bit alas, many of our senior clergy still seem to be too interested in circling the wagons and 
protecting the institution from criticism and scandal. 
  
When I see a bishop wielding his crosier, which is supposed to represent a shepherd’s crook used to 
retrieve lost members of the flock, I think that it is an excellent metaphor of the Church and its relationship 
with the modern world. The whole darn thing is too complicated and ornate to catch anything! 
  
Pope Francis seems to be trying hard to turn at least some of these things around, but in the teeth of 
ingrained opposition from his own bureaucracy.  I wish him well and pray that he succeeds.  That would be 
a start. 
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