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Concerned Catholics Canberra-Goulburn chairman Professor John Warhurst said today that declining 
participation rates in the Catholic Church may be due in part to revelations from the Royal 
Commission into Institutional Responses to Child Sexual Abuse, but he was careful not to overstate 
the impact. 

Responding to 2016 national Census figures released today, Professor Warhurst agreed that while 
the decline in followers of organised religions was part of a global trend, the Royal Commission has 
had a deep impact in the Catholic Church.  

"It's probably accelerating an existing trend, so I wouldn't want to overestimate the impact the Royal 
Commission has had, compared to just increasing secularisation of western society. 

"It's hard to say the extent of it, but rejection of religious organisations seems to be a part of the 
wider rejection of the mainstream and the establishment more generally,” Professor Warhurst said. 

Census data show that those ticking “no religion” nationally has almost doubled since 2001 to just 
short of 30 per cent, and just over 36 per cent of ACT residents reported ‘no religion’, a rise from 
23.4 per cent in 2006. 

The Newcastle Herald reported that Catholic Bishop Wright said the Census results reflected a trend 
that had been apparent “for some time”. 

“There’s no simple explanation for that trend, though obviously it is exacerbated by the 
disillusionment many people have felt over the church’s history of failure to protect children who 
were in their care,” he said.  

And the Catholic Leader reported that Brisbane Archbishop Mark Coleridge who is leading plans for a 
plenary council said the census data is nothing new and that he believes “the young are more 
interested in unorganised spirituality than organised religion, and that they aren’t as interested in 
denominations as their forebears were… and the Church needs to look carefully at that, lest the 
communication gap between believers and non-believers grows even wider.” 

Concerned Catholics Canberra Goulburn is a group in the Canberra-Goulburn Archdiocese 
concerned about a number of governance, cultural and structural issues arising from the Royal 
Commission into Institutional Responses to Child Sexual Abuse. We seek an effective voice for lay 
people in the administration and direction of our church. 
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http://www.theherald.com.au/story/4755851/why-were-losing-our-faith/
http://catholicleader.com.au/news/census-2016-drop-in-religious-affiliation-no-surprise-for-archbishop-coleridge

