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Bishops’ confidential committee move unfortunate 
 
30 June 2017 
 
The Catholic bishops' announcement of an executive committee to plan for the 2020 Plenary 
Council, the most important gathering of the Australian church in many decades, unfortunately 
continues the "behind closed doors" tradition of church decision-making. 
 
This is the view of Concerned Catholics of Canberra-Goulburn, a recently formed group pressing for 
laity-led reforms of the Church. 
 
Concerned Catholics chairman, Professor John Warhurst, says, "We note that the appointments, 
which do not include anyone from Canberra-Goulburn Archdiocese, were finalised after an 
"extensive confidential process of consultation". 
 
"The consultation should have been public and inclusive, not confidential. 
 
"Such confidentiality is not a good start to what must be an inclusive and transparent process if the 
2020 Plenary Council is to be successful in shaping a new future for the church following the Royal 
Commission into Institutional Responses to Child Sexual Abuse. 
 
"This is not to criticise the committee appointees who undoubtedly include fine Catholics and 
thinkers.   
 
"Church leader, Archbishop Mark Coleridge, says the Plenary Council will play ‘a crucial role in 
shaping the Church's future in Australia’, and that ‘this is no time for the Church to be putting up 
signs that say "business as usual’. 
 
"We heartily agree," Professor Warhurst said.  "But it is unfortunate that the confidential process of 
choosing the executive committee is very much business as usual practice in the Church. 
 
"Archbishop Coleridge says the Plenary also carries forward the call of Pope Francis for the church to 
become truly synodal in its engagement with the whole Catholic community 
 
"The way the executive committee was chosen appears to have avoided engaging with the whole 
Catholic community. 
 
"Given the dwindling numbers of churchgoers so graphically shown in the census, the Church's 
leaders must be prepared to open up decision-making to the faithful. 
 

of the Canberra-Goulburn Archdiocese 

A response to the Royal Commission 

 



"I have recently met with Canberra's Archbishop Christopher Prowse to discuss our aims for local 
reform, including the establishment of a laity-led Diocesan Pastoral Council and the re-establishment 
of a Women's Commission. 
 
"I am hopeful that we can achieve worthwhile progress on these matters," Professor Warhurst said.  
 
A copy of the bishops’ statement is available here. 
 
To learn more about Concerned Catholics, please go to www.concernedcatholicscanberra.org.au 
 Follow us on Facebook and Youtube. 
 
Concerned Catholics Canberra Goulburn is a group in the Canberra-Goulburn Archdiocese concerned 
about a number of governance, cultural and structural issues arising from the Royal Commission into 
Institutional Responses to Child Sexual Abuse. We seek an effective voice for lay people in the 
administration and direction of our church.  
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