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Concerned Catholics reform movement grows 
 
4 September 2017 
Another enthusiastic turnout to a public meeting of Concerned Catholics is strengthening the lay movement to 
reform the clerical, male-dominated Church. 
 
An estimated 200 people attended the second forum, hosted last Thursday night (31 Aug) by Concerned 
Catholics of the Canberra Goulburn Archdiocese, to hear talks by lay and clergy leaders and discuss latest 
developments in pressing the case for a greater role for the laity in the Church. 
 
The chairman of Concerned Catholics, Professor John Warhurst, said that people's responses at the meeting 
and afterwards indicated there is a growing mood for change in the wake of a disappointing response by 
bishops so far to calls for a greater role for the laity, particularly women, in decision-making and for a more 
transparent and inclusive church leadership. 
  
At the meeting, comments from the floor called for greater inclusion of young people, women, Aboriginal 
people and people from regional parishes including the Wagga Wagga diocese, in the lead up to the 2020 
Synod. 
 
"Several speakers from the floor urged that action on reforms start now rather than waiting for 2020, to build a 
sense of empowerment among lay Catholics in order to ensure the Synod's decisions truly reflect the views of 
the faithful," Professor Warhurst said.    
 
 "Archbishop Christopher Prowse has appointed an archdiocesan interim working party to advise on the 2020 
Australian Plenary Council. 
 
"I am one of the people included on what was initially a six-person team including one woman. Another two 
women were added to the group after the lack of gender balance came under fire at last week's forum. 
 
"The unilateral process employed to select these appointees was also evident in the appointment of a separate 
national executive committee to advise on the Plenary Council. This in-house decision-making by the church 
hierarchy in preparation for what is billed as a major step forward for the Church indicates that the inward-
looking mindset of the leaders continues. 
 
"Australia's bishops are suggesting that the 2020 Plenary Council will provide a way forward after the ignominy 
afflicting the Church as a result of the damaging evidence of the Royal Commission into Institutional Responses 
to Child Sex Abuse. 
 
"Concerned Catholics is fortunate in that many well-qualified people have offered their advice and support as 
to how we develop our aspirations for a renewed and community-based Church and harness support for that 
renewal," Professor Warhurst said. 
 
The next public forum will be held on Thursday 15 March 2018 following the release of the Royal Commission’s 
final report. Francis Sullivan, CEO of the Truth Justice and Healing Council will be the sole presenter. 
 
Concerned Catholics Canberra Goulburn is a group in the Archdiocese concerned about a number of 
governance, cultural and structural issues arising from the Royal Commission into Institutional Responses to 
Child Sexual Abuse. We seek an effective voice for lay people in the administration and direction of our church.  
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