
Email: concerned.catholics.cangnb@gmail.com   Web: www.concernedcatholicscanberra.org  
Follow us on Facebook   Youtube 

 

 
Royal Commission report must ignite real change in Catholic Church 

 

18 December 2017 
 
The report of the Royal Commission into Institutional Responses to Child Sex Abuse must ignite a transformation of the 
Catholic Church that extends well beyond righting the wrongs suffered by victims of child sex abuse, Concerned Catholics of 
Canberra Goulburn says. 
 
The Royal Commission report contains welcome directions aimed at ridding the church of the settings that have triggered 
child sex abuse. 
 
Importantly it also offers significant recommendations for reform of the management and clerical culture of the Catholic 
Church, the chairman of Concerned Catholics, Emeritus Professor John Warhurst, said. 
 
"If the Church is to show it is genuine about embracing changes to remedy the malaise that allowed child sex abuse to go on 
for so long, it will need to do much more than focus solely on the child sex abuse issue. 
 
"We appeal to the Australian Catholic Bishops Conference to act on the commission's ‘Recommendations for the Catholic 
Church’, particularly with a focus on Recommendation 16.7. 
 
"This states: 'The Australian Catholic Bishops Conference should conduct a national review of the governance and 
management structures of dioceses and parishes, including in relation to issues of transparency, accountability, consultation 
and the participation of lay men and women. This review should draw from the approaches to governance of Catholic health, 
community service and education agencies'." 
 
Professor Warhurst said that such a review was in line with what Concerned Catholics Canberra Goulburn has been calling for 
since its first public forum last April because the failure of church leadership has been, in the words of the Royal Commission, 
"catastrophic". 
 
"This review must be immediate and not delayed until the church's proposed 2020 Plenary Council, although the review's 
conclusions should be taken to that 2020 meeting. 
 
"Actions which can be taken forthwith should be put into place immediately. The review itself must not be conducted in-
house but should be led by leading lay women and men, have extensive public consultation and involvement, and be 
conducted with complete transparency. 
 
"The ACBC should not be allowed to control the review because they have proved by their actions and inaction that they are part 
of the problem in church culture and structure. Clericalism and hierarchy models must be closely examined by any review. 
 
"Furthermore, any impediments in Canon Law which stood in the way of a root-and-branch renewal of the Catholic Church in 
Australia should be swept away. 
 
"We trust that the detailed findings and recommendations of the commission will persuade Australia's bishops that the 
practices and culture of the church are in urgent need of renewal," Professor Warhurst said. 
 
Concerned Catholics Canberra Goulburn is a group in the Archdiocese concerned about a number of governance, cultural and 
structural issues arising from the Royal Commission into Institutional Responses to Child Sexual Abuse. We seek an effective 
voice for lay people in the administration and direction of our church.  
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