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Canberra Catholics call for urgent review of church governance 
 
12 July 2018 
 
Concerned Catholics Chair, Professor John Warhurst today called for the Australian Catholic 
Bishops Conference to conduct, as a matter of urgency, a national review of the governance 
and management structures of dioceses and parishes, in line with recommendations made 
by the Royal Commission into Institutional Responses to Child Sexual Abuse.  
 
Professor Warhurst said that in view of Archbishop Phillip Wilson’s decision not to submit 
his resignation following the findings against him, it is necessary that we all give closer 
attention to Recommendation 16.7 of the Royal Commission. 
 
Canon 401.2 of the Code of Canon Law provides that ‘A diocesan bishop who has become 
less able to fulfill his office because of ill health or some other grave cause is earnestly 
requested to present his resignation from office’. 
 
The Royal Commission’s Recommendation 16.7 says that ‘the Australian Catholic Bishops 
Conference should conduct a national review of the governance and management 
structures of dioceses and parishes, including in relation to issues of transparency, 
accountability, consultation and the participation of lay men and women. This review should 
draw from the approaches to governance of the Catholic health, community services and 
education agencies.’ 
 
“This review must be conducted as a matter of urgency and should not be delayed pending 
the outcome of the 2020 Plenary Council,” Professor Warhurst said. 
 
“The Royal Commission has provided the Catholic Church with a mandate for practical, 
sensible steps which would begin to address some of the governance and cultural issues 
which contributed to the child sex abuse scandal,” Professor Warhurst said.  
 
“Delay and obfuscation on such significant issues will only further erode the Church’s 
credibility in the current environment,” Professor Warhurst said.  
 
Concerned Catholics Canberra Goulburn is a group in the Canberra-Goulburn Archdiocese concerned 
about a number of governance, cultural and structural issues arising from the Royal Commission into 
Institutional Responses to Child Sexual Abuse. We seek an effective voice for lay people in the 
administration and direction of our church.  
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