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A group of Canberra Catholics has called on Australian catholic bishops to respond with strength and 
integrity as they consider the recommendations of the Royal Commission into Institutional 
Responses to Child Sexual Abuse at an extraordinary meeting in Melbourne later this week.  
 
Concerned Catholics Chair, Professor John Warhurst said many in the Catholic community see the 
bishops’ long-awaited (and quite overdue) response as a litmus to their commitment to working 
towards a church that is relevant and viable in Australia in the 21st century. 
 
But speaking on the ABC’s 7:30 program late last week about Archbishop Philip Wilson’s refusal to 
resign in the face of the findings against him, Professor Warhurst said there's a lingering sense that 
the Catholic leadership just don't get it and can’t see the damage that is being done in the wider 
Australian community. 
 
On that program, Professor Warhurst said that the statement released by the ACBC earlier this 
month, was half-hearted in that it described the legal situation as far as canon law and church rules 
were concerned but it didn't provide the forthright leadership that the whole Australian Catholic 
community deserved. 
 
“The leadership of the church has to do better than this. Platitudes just don’t cut it any more. 
 
“After three major inquiries into the church’s handling of the sex abuse scandal, which exposed 
deeply seated governance, structural and cultural issues, the bishops must demonstrate that they 
have heard, that they understand, and they will act – now,” Professor Warhurst said.  
 
 
Concerned Catholics Canberra Goulburn is a group in the Canberra-Goulburn Archdiocese concerned 
about a number of governance, cultural and structural issues arising from the Royal Commission into 
Institutional Responses to Child Sexual Abuse. We seek an effective voice for lay people in the 
administration and direction of our church.  
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