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Canberra Catholics welcome a glimpse of reform and call for action 

 
15 August 2018 
 
The Catholic church leadership in Canberra is sending out welcome signs it has heard the 
calls for reform. But it now needs to show it means business. 
 
Concerned Catholics of Canberra Goulburn says the church's response to the listening and 
dialogue sessions conducted by the church recently in Canberra reveals a refreshing 
indication by the hierarchy that it will at least contemplate changes previously resisted or 
ignored by the church in Australia. 
 
The church's response acknowledges calls made at the consultations including a greater role 
for the laity – particularly women, a revival of the ditched 1960s Vatican II reforms, the 
ordination of married priests and changing the culture of clericalism in the church. 
 
Concerned Catholics Chair, Emeritus Professor John Warhurst, said that while the church 
response was by no means an affirmation of the calls, it signalled a significant change in the 
public attitude of church leaders. 
 
"This response contrasts with the previous habit of the hierarchy to all but ignore any calls 
for change that were at odds with church dogma even where such calls were made by large 
numbers of active Catholics,” Professor Warhurst said.  
 
“The listening dialogue sessions are preparatory to the national Plenary Council summit to 
be held in 2020 which could either make or break the movement for reform that has 
become urgently necessary in the wake of the child sex abuse cases that have disfigured our 
church and repelled so many Catholics. 
 
"But what is urgently needed now is a transparent and accountable process by which the 
whole Catholic community can participate in the generation of submissions and policies to 
lift the church out of its quandary of a fading flock and diminishing numbers of local priests. 
 
"We need clarity about the process of nomination for attendance at the Plenary Council. At 
present is very unclear just how effectively the wishes of the Catholic majority will be dealt 
with by the bishop-dominated gathering.  
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"In Canberra, we congratulate Archbishop Christopher Prowse for undertaking the listening 
and dialogue sessions.  But what is required now is a more focused process to sharpen the 
priorities that the Plenary Council must address and to enable the selection of 
representatives to take the reform process forward. 
 
"To that end, Concerned Catholics is holding a public meeting of its own in November to 
consider its plan to develop a legitimate and active role in the plenary preparations. 
 
"Concerned Catholics was established just over a year ago to press for reforms to 
reinvigorate the church through a greater role for lay people, particularly women, in 
decision-making, greater transparency and accountability, and removal of the clerical 
culture pervades an institution largely comprised of ageing men," Professor Warhurst said. 
 
Concerned Catholics Canberra Goulburn is a group in the Canberra-Goulburn Archdiocese 
concerned about a number of governance, cultural and structural issues arising from the 
Royal Commission into Institutional Responses to Child Sexual Abuse. We seek an effective 
voice for lay people in the administration and direction of our church.  
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