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MEDIA RELEASE 

 
Welcome first step to reform, says Concerned Catholics 

 
Concerned Catholics of Canberra Goulburn welcome the Church's response to the Child 
Abuse Royal Commission’s recommendations as an encouraging, if belated move towards 
much-needed reforms to church governance, accountability and transparency. 
 
The Australian Catholic Bishops Conference and Catholic Religious Australia, in accepting the 
overwhelming majority of the recommendations of both the Royal Commission and the 
church's Truth Justice and Healing Council show that the leadership is prepared to take what 
would amount to significant steps in opening the church to decision-making by the laity, 
particularly women. 
 
Speaking shortly after the release of the reports today, Concerned Catholics Chair, Professor 
John Warhurst, said he was still studying the church’s recommendations but his initial 
response was that church authorities appear to have accepted the need for fundamental 
change to an extent not previously expressed in Australia. 
 
“Priests need to be able to concentrate on their pastoral work, and governance should be 
shared with the laity,” Professor Warhurst said. 
 
"Acceptance of reforms such as the establishment of an implementation advisory group, 
independent of the bishops, to oversee the reforms are a refreshing development away 
from the clericalism that has pervaded church decision-making.  
 
"There remain significant areas where we would like to see fundamental change, including 
the role of women in church decision-making and the move to voluntary celibacy for 
priests.    
 
"We welcome the comments by Sister Monica Cavanagh rsj, who heads Catholic Religious 
Australia, that while there is a long way to go in lifting the role of women, women leaders 
seek a greater voice in decision-making.   
 
"President of the Australian Catholic Bishops Conference, Archbishop Mark Coleridge, left 
open the possibility of change on the celibacy issue sometime in the future. 
 
"Archbishop Coleridge said the church needed to rebuild trust in the community and this 
meant listening and changing, and that the church would keep changing. 
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"We should not let the bishops' refusal to consider doing away with the seal of the 
confession overshadow the significance of the many steps the bishops say they will now 
consider, steps that if implemented, would benefit the church and the faithful.  
 
"We would like to see the bishops follow through on the recommendation for some form of 
ombudsman to provide an independent authority to encourage best practice in the 
administration of the church. 
 
"Concerned Catholics will continue to exert pressure on the church leadership to bring 
about necessary cultural and structural changes," Professor Warhurst said. 
 
Concerned Catholics Canberra Goulburn is a group of around 500 people in the Canberra-
Goulburn Archdiocese concerned about a number of governance, cultural and structural 
issues arising from the Royal Commission into Institutional Responses to Child Sexual Abuse. 
We seek an effective voice for lay people in the administration and direction of our church.  
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