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Leading church renewal group, Concerned Catholics Canberra Goulburn, has called on Australian 

Catholic bishops and religious leaders to release an historic review of church governance practices as a 

matter of urgency.  

Responding to an ACBC statement which suggests the report will not be considered fully until their 

meeting in November this year, and not released publicly until some unspecified time after that, 

Concerned Catholics Canberra Goulburn Chair, and co-author of the report, Emeritus Professor John 

Warhurst AO warned that such a leisurely approach to the release of the report was thoroughly 

mistaken and that the report should be released no later than the end of June this year. 

‘The Light of the Southern Cross: Promoting Co-Responsible Governance in the Catholic Church in 

Australia, the groundbreaking review of church governance in Australia was 15 months in the making 

with input from eminent Australian and international experts,’ Professor Warhurst said.   

‘The explicit intention of the authors was that the report empower bishops, priests, religious and lay 

women and men, each in their own way, to respond to the challenge for cultural and governance 

reform within the dioceses and parishes which make up the church. 

‘The report was submitted to the Australian Catholic Bishops Conference and Catholic Religious 

Australia on 4 May for consideration and then for its use as a resource ahead of the Plenary Council 

which was to be held in October this year. 

‘The Council has now been postponed for 12 months due to COVID-19 but many of the report’s 

recommendations could be acted upon within a much more reasonable timeframe.  

‘The report discusses weighty matters which need as much time as possible for discernment, not just by 

PC2020 delegates but by the whole community. 

‘The ACBC, the CRA, and other church leaders can make their own responses in due course as part of a 

comprehensive and respectful conversation with the Catholic community. 

‘Meanwhile, the Catholic community should be brought into the confidence of the bishops. 

‘Delayed release of the report sends exactly the wrong message to the community, a message that 

implies a continuation of episcopal control and secrecy, rather than the promised new spirit of 

inclusiveness, open-ness and transparency,’ Professor Warhurst said. 
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