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The Journey So Far 
The deep yearning of Australian Catholics for real change was very clear in the submissions to the 
Plenary Council (PC). Subsequent stages in the PC journey have gradually diminished the breadth, 
depth and rich tradition of these views. The process of Discernment, used in the PC process to date, 
has stifled the voice of ordinary Catholics. This must change.  
 

Next Steps - Assembly One 3 – 10 October 2021 
To achieve meaningful outcomes the PC must confront the realities of the church in Australia and set 
a new path. Meaningful actions require the emergence of a church that truly manifests the 
ecclesiology outlined by Vatican II and advocated by Pope Francis.  
 
Achieving this objective starts with reformed PC agenda and processes that do not stifle, but let the 
spirit speak through the voices of the people. It would lead also to outcomes that would incarnate 
the church so that it is enlivened by, and recognised as being, a truly inclusive and welcoming, non-
clericalist, genuinely humble church that is accountable and transparent to its people and God.  
 
We are called to embrace these challenging goals with confidence and in the spirit of the Gospel. In 
doing so we follow in the footsteps of Jesus, and we model the tradition of the early churches. The 
PC can begin to realise this vision for the church in the world today by initiating processes, structures 
and changed cultural norms that will lead to new forms of participation in church for Australian 
Catholics. 
 
Outcomes from this first Assembly that reflect these goals could include:  
 

• A truly inclusive and welcoming church: A bold statement of intent to utilise the talents of all 
the People of God, male and female, and a convincing program to achieve the inclusion of lay 
women and men in deliberative decision making and ministry; and a commitment to full 
implementation of the recommendations of the report of the Light from the Southern Cross, 
with a reporting framework providing clearly delineated goals, timelines and accomplishments; 
 

• A non-clericalist Church: A clear and unambiguous statement rejecting Clericalism and the 
establishment of mechanisms committed to removing it; accompanied by programs for 
professional and personal development of clergy, religious and lay people and a thorough review 
of seminary training - together transforming the culture to reflect a pilgrim Church; and 

 

• A genuinely humble Church: An authentic offer by the Australian church to reach out to 
marginalised people; and in particular to work with Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples, 
to listen deeply and draw from the wisdom of the land and the Gospels, a spirituality that 
resonates with the life-giving spirit of Christ and this ancient place.  

  



Statement of Engagement 
Susan Sullivan, September 2021 
 
As members of Concerned Catholics Canberra Goulburn, we acknowledge the centrality of our 
relationship with God who reveals, communicates and sustains divine life and inspiration through 
Scripture and the Catholic Tradition. We recognise the authentic place we have within this Tradition, 
as we participate in the life of the Church and strive to give authentic witness to our faith.  
 
The Catholic Tradition has evolved and developed over two millennia, from a movement animated 
by Pentecost into a highly structured, complex yet ever-changing institution. It has grown and 
adapted down through the ages, and at all stages of history it has responded to the intellectual, 
social and cultural insights and advancements of its times.  
 
As we in this 21st century seek to connect our experience of life, relationships, being human, 
building community and being Church within a complex and challenging world, we look to the 
Tradition as our inspiration, lens and guide. We depth it's "treasures old and new". In doing so we 
seek a renewed expression of that Tradition to genuinely respond to the intellectual, social and 
cultural milieu of the contemporary world we inhabit.  
 
In doing so we stand firmly within the dynamics of a Tradition that must always be carried forward 
through responding to a two-fold challenge: maintaining its central beliefs and values, while 
expressing these in a way that speaks to the challenges and concerns of the day. This is the heart of 
being Catholic: responding to "the signs of the times" by staying true to the essence of our Catholic 
identity while ensuring its relevance for new generations; enabling its voice to be heard to inspire 
and guide anew.  
 
The essence of the Catholic tradition is the Gospel message of liberation, inclusion, love and hope 
communicated in the person of Jesus. This essence finds new meaning and expression in every age. 
Our key task is to be clear about continuity with the core of the Gospel message, while recognising 
the elements of the Tradition that no longer adequately reflect that essence, and so need to be 
reviewed and renewed. This is the same dynamic that was exercised by Vatican 2, and by church 
councils in previous centuries.  
 
The Catholic Church is a broad home for people with different instincts about the balance between 
conserving and adapting the Tradition. However, the central dynamics of reflection, discernment, 
review and renewal, so necessary to moving the tradition forward into new contexts to ensure its 
continuing meaning, clarity and existential purpose, IS authentic Catholicism. We need to be clear 
and confident in standing on this authentic path and join with other seekers in discerning the shape 
of a vibrant future church. 
 
As we do so, we recognise that renewal of structures must be accompanied by ‘renewal of the 
heart’. This means supporting ways to awaken for people their appreciation of and access to the 
spiritual wisdom and resources of the Catholic Tradition. It is this encounter with the living, 
energising Spirit of God that calls us into new life and ways of being Church. 
 
At the same time, today's vast and rapid cultural changes demand that we constantly seek ways of 
expressing unchanging truths in a language which brings out their abiding newness. The deposit of 
faith is one thing... the way it is expressed is another. 
Pope Francis, 'Evangelii Gaudium' (n 41) 
 
Tradition is a living story which is being told and retold in the light of past memories and new life-
Spirit experiences. 
Dr Kevin Treston, Who Do You say I Am?, Morning Star Publishing, 2016 
 


