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Call for Catholic Plenary to support Uluru Statement of the Heart 
 
WEDNESDAY 6 OCTOBER 2021 

A call for the Catholic Plenary Council to endorse the Uluru Statement from the Heart and for 

dioceses and parishes to establish reconciliation action plans has drawn strong support from the 

Concerned Catholics Canberra Goulburn reform group. 

Two Concerned Catholic leaders, Emeritus Professor John Warhurst and Francis Sullivan, said the call 

made at the plenary assembly today presented a declaration of vital importance to equity and faith 

in Australia. 

‘A statement for the Catholic Church in Australia to recognise the Uluru Statement of the Heart 

demonstrates that we in the church want to be in tune with the spirit of the country and its creator 

and with the aspiration of our First Nations Peoples,’ Professor Warhurst and Mr Sullivan said. 

‘The raising of this issue is one among several that indicates that the Plenary Council while still at its 

discussion group stages is airing issues that give hope of a more open and inclusive church. 

‘The discussion groups, in “listening to the spirit” have explored formal questions including prayer 

and the mission of the church. 

‘These talks have extended into areas presenting challenges to the church, including a greater role 

for women, governance, clericalism and listening to LGBTQI+ people. 

‘The President of the Assembly, Archbishop Timothy Costelloe, today has proposed a procedure 

which will likely mean that any significant resolutions will not be determined until the second 

meeting of the plenary assembly next July. 

‘While we do want to see real change in the Australian church as soon as possible, we do need 

concrete proposals to emerge before we move to voting on them,’ Professor Warhurst and Mr 

Sullivan said. 

‘We would also hope during the plenary that the church hierarchy give an equal hearing to lay 

organisations in any public statements.’  
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